Fayetteville Street is still too narrow in this plan.  I went out and put a measuring tape on Hillsborough Street this afternoon, and it is 60’ wide where it ends at the Capitol.  This width is a minimum for Fayetteville Street to remain consistent with the original street grid, and it could be even wider as far as I am concerned, even 65’ or 70’.  

The street shown in the plan is 40’ wide: one 9’ parking aisle and one 11’ traffic lane in each direction.  Just imagine how frustrating it will be to a driver who has to wait for an inexperienced parallel parker in front of him to make one, then two attempts at parking his car.  

A wide street will allow diagonal parking and a single wide lane in each direction.  More cars can park per foot of curb, and the fat lane will eliminate the car drivers’ frustrating wait for car parkers to negotiate their spaces because they can pull around.  

20’ sidewalks remain if the street is 60’ wide.   The 30’ sidewalks in the proposed plan may reserve room for trees and café tables, but I would gladly reduce these if it means the longer sight lines remain preserved.  If merchants want tables outside, the City should make no restriction on where they place them.  It’s like the State Fair.  Narrower sidewalks electrify those who walk on them because people are closer together.  

People must recognize Fayetteville Street as a parade route, not a pinched up street that has parades on it.  Ultimately, after we remove the Civic Center, the parade potential  will come into full flower. We have a chance here to combine the attributes of simplicity and economy to give downtown Raleigh a sturdy backbone like the historic photographs show but without all the overhead wires.  

Finally, we can’t decorate our way to success on Fayetteville Street.  We must observe solid, time-honored design principles to get the job done right.  I hope you will consider restoring the street according to the historical record and consistent with the other streets downtown.  I believe it will cost less than the proposed plan, but the lower cost should not drive your decision.  We are not restoring the simple original street because we can’t afford more.  We are doing so because it makes good design sense.  

