January 8, 2004

Jessie Taliaferro

Raleigh City Council

Dear Jessie,

I was glad to see you at the Convention Center review yesterday.  I thought the design showed great promise because the architects have clear command of their options.  Coupled with the Fayetteville Street restoration and the start-up for public rail transit, downtown should be hopping in about three or four years, about the start of your third term.

I’m writing about the Fayetteville Street plan.  No decision this council makes will leave a stronger legacy for our city.  The question is, will that legacy be bright or a burden?  The proposed plan favors the sidewalk at the expense of the street, concentrating all the good stuff in the 10’ zone just beyond the curb where trees, benches, bubblers, and café tables will roost.  The street suffers because its narrow width assures consternation to people in cars trying politely to intermingle their driving and parallel parking behaviors.  It seems a shame to sacrifice the user friendliness of that portion of the project.  
I can’t think of any identical examples of this condition in Raleigh to cite for illustration, i.e. two narrow lanes running in opposite directions with heavy turnover of parking.  Hillsborough Street near NCSU nearly qualifies except it has two lanes in each direction.  Even so, I frequently have to stop and drum on my steering wheel, trapped in a line of cars behind a parking car making multiple passes at a parallel space.  You would expect me to be able to pull out into the other lane but it usually has high speed traffic in it.  Clearly Fayetteville Street won’t have high speed traffic, but the oncoming lane provides the same obstruction.  We hope for regular turnover in curbside parking along Fayetteville Street like conditions at Hillsborough/NCSU.  
The council faces the dilemma of approving a questionable design in the interest of unqualified support of the design committee or asking for late changes and risking loss of support from the same committee you undercut.  I don’t envy you.  Nevertheless, if you can find a way to get a wide street plan drawn up to compare to the current one, the political risk and delay is worth it.
With warm regards,

Andrew Leager

