I urge you to stay committed to the restoration of Fayetteville Street.  I question whether the plan before you is the best one possible.  It equivocates on the key point of whether Fayetteville Street is urban or not.  
This design looks like a suburban shopping center, not the main street of a capital city.  It looks like the Streets of South Point, a Disneyland of tricked up trimmings festooned with special effects.  

Fayetteville Street runs on a ridge with the land falling away to the right and left, and as such it carries a strong ceremonial message not applicable to the other streets downtown except for Hillsborough Street.  As one of the original four radial streets leading up to the Capitol, it deserves to be a broad avenue with long sight lines.  The proposed street, with a 40’ width from curb to curb, would be the same as the cross streets and one of the narrowest streets downtown.  
Most of all I can’t understand the art skewers.  They look like sailboat masts at a marina.  I know Raleigh would benefit from having a waterfront, but this is not the way to get it.  Public artwork should be an embellishment, not something rammed down our throats where the city has to purchase and maintain 100 pieces of art hung on these poles in perpetuity.  
So here is my central point.  We have had a good design for Fayetteville Street in the drawer since 1793.  It is the original design.  That historical configuration is consistent with all the other streets downtown.  This new design tries too hard to be different.  It reminds me of piano by numbers.  You sit down at the piano to play music, but when you see all eighty-eight keys in front of you, you play them all at the same time, resulting in noise, not harmony.  Sometimes the sweetest music comes from simple three-note chords.  
You don’t have to make a statement about what great designers we are here.  This self-conscious design takes a great risk for Raleigh’s downtown.  For you to restore the original street does not show a lack of design sense.  It shows sound judgment adhering to the existing urban form that is taking hold all over downtown.  

We have made mistakes before in the name of bold ideas.  The existing Convention Center and the existing Fayetteville Mall are cases in point.  No doubt both these decisions were vetted before committees much like this current one has, yet that didn’t prevent them from causing resounding damage.  
Take a mulligan on this plan.  Restore Fayetteville Street according to the historical record as an unpretentious backbone for downtown, and let the private side change things beyond the curb line over time.  Don’t outsmart yourself.  Keep it simple.
